RIDDLE OF THE MUMMY

NOBODY

WANTS

No name, no sex, no admirers

EY OUR OWN

What iz it which has no birth

REFORTER
or death certificate, cannot be sold

or given away, cannot be burned because it is @ human body, yet cannot

e buried for the lack of a certificate of death?

The answer lies in the

cellars of Parliament House, Edinburgh, in a dilapidated -wooden
coffin—a 3000-year-old Egyptian mummy, property of the Faculty of

Advoestes.

Even the lega! hbrains which work
.a"nn-.-n itz head eaznnot solve the dis-
posal problem, and the mummy has
lwizz for wears In & gloomy, dusty,
seglected corner of the cellars, dis-
turkbed in itz rest only once in recent
times—by an expert from the HRoyal
Sroltish Museum.

The mummy wis eilted to the Faculty

in the eighleenlk cantury by an anti-
uyarian who had travelled in Egyph
%r.; his retuyrn he thought the ancient
handaged body would provide a line
corner-piece n onle of Lhe stately
Faculty rooms. snd his  offer  wag
seeapted—whether gratefully or politely
iz not recotded.  In due course the
| mimmy was shifted around until fnally
it was thought practical io remove it
|{rom lhe pollshed eoreidors into & less
| ponspleuous place, )
LEFT IN DARK CORNER

The Watlonal Likrary—whao had fallen
|heir to the eellars beneath Parliament
Buildings—wera prevailed on i slore
it. g the wooden coffin, nZow rether
{shabhy, was sarried off to the depths
|and ensecnced in a far, ‘dark corner.
Thare [t accumulited dust and gradu-
|ally deteriorated, the brown lines ban-
|danges teking on a stained, dirty and
|izttered appearanes, the wooden onflin
|{ast losing mny iransiatgahle  hiero-
glyphics on il exterior. 1

Mo doubt the oecasions]l pilgrimege
to sightzes the cellars brought com-
ments ahouwi “owr mummy " from the
guides, and the wvisitors would mumble
|something about ™ And very nide, ton”]
| but the ancient Egyplian law, lnnely and
forgotten, for MENY FORTHE.

Rather lar_kjnﬁ in hilstoricsl data. 1E
must be azsumed that one day an offi=
pinl derided 1o start negotiations for the
removal of the mummy, The Famliy
mads tentative inguivies: " For sale,
Egryptian mummy. nesds some Tenova-
tion, in arohaeplogical £ order.”

By Ehis time an jnterested party had
removed some of the bandages aur-
rounding the head and. for reasons une-
known had exposed a portiom of the
sealp,  Having satisfied his dor herd
pcuriosity, the bandage was left off amd
the mummy was left sporting a bole in
{tg hesd. Thizs prompted a National
Litrary official to announce that it
was a female body--"Women usually
talk through a hole in their head, any-
way," he quipped. But a Roral Srot-
iish Museumn expert clarified the situs-
[tlon by stating that as the embellish<|
iments and writings were obliterated om |
the wooden coffin it was Impossidle to|
teil which sex if was.

NO DNE TNTERESTED

The attemnpted sale was a disappoint-
|ment. No one wag Interested in buying
|a mummy. It was generously offered
fres to any mommy-fancler — again
without' suceess., The Emani;l ian
Cléansing Tepariment came the

stary st this point with a refuzal to
Arccpt the mummy as rubbish, litter or
leaviings. Ofticially it was 8 human
body-—at least that was the explanation
affered me when [ inguired—and they
could not, or would net, toach ik

o the zad tale drogeed on until
Fae nexl inspiration eame from the legal
brains. This proposal was to bury the
mummified hody. As no dealh certifi-
cate was fortheoming, howewer — the
gighteanth century donor omitled to

rovide one. presumabiy—d could not
egeliy be buried,

Here the pugzle deepened.  The
mummy had no birth certificate, eithar
—angd, in our modern times an even
more heinous erime, o Natlons] Insur-
anee casd. In other words, il did not
exlat. .

But no ohe was intorested in the
mummy's careck by that time Tt was
just # nulsapes, not even m decorative
one—iar from if, for as wvears passed
by it became more and more bedeageled
and lesg and less presentable The
Feeuliy had more remuonerative legsl
bwists to straighien out. =0 the gloomy
depths of fhe mumeey's cornep were left
unxlumhed.

sudden spark of [nspirabion that
it might be quietly slipped Into a fur-
nace was quickly guenched. Tt was
learned thet an Americsn museum had
rop Bp against an cxtra religlons boiles-
gran’ and bad had o take their mumomy

v eourt, with little =satisfactlon,

There, for the time baing, the story
efids.  The mummy wiihoul a name.
without a sex, wirtuslly witkout a cus-
todian, continues Lo accumulate cabwebs
and dust in Parliament House

T understand thst a certain gentle-
man in Glasgow Unlversity collects steh
cadaverg for research and study. Per-
haps he might be the man io solve the|
prablem, IF he was interested, 1t is
Fairly certsin that the Facoulty eoyld
find a way 1o teansfer possession (o hlim.
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